
 Inherit the Wind

Terms to know: satire/ irony/ sarcasm. oxymoron

Satire=  a broad term that covers any written or visual use of sarcasm, irony, parody, exaggeration,
or comparison to ridicule a person, group, idea or institution. Although satire often uses humor, the
purpose of satire is not primarily to be funny, but to expose the weakness, illogic, hypocrisy, or
wickedness of the target, using the weapon of wit (humor).

Irony is a term used to refer to things that are opposite to how they initially appear. Irony creates a
cozy connection between the audience and author because it requires an informed or “with it”
audience.

Verbal irony occurs when the literal meaning of the actual words spoken is the opposite of the
intended meaning. Often verbal irony uses sarcasm to convey the double meaning.

Situational irony is found when
A. a result occurs that turns out to be the complete reverse of the one anticipated

(For example, the Titanic—a ship that was called “unsinkable”—sinks on its first trip!)
or

B. when a person takes an action or makes a statement and that person is the last
person one would expect to take that action or make that statement (for example,
Antinous—a suitor who is eating Odysseus’s food every day--criticizes Eumaeus for
bringing the beggar into Odysseus’s home because the beggar will eat too much of
Odysseus’s food.)

Dramatic irony occurs when the audience or reader know facts that a character does not. In this
way the audience sees mistakes or problems ahead for the character that he himself does not.

E.g. – In the Odyssey, suitors discuss their contempt for  Odysseus and their confidence
that he’ll never make it home—right in front of Odysseus, disguised as a beggar.

Sarcasm = a bitter or mocking tone. Sarcasm is frequently combined with irony, but can also be
used without irony.

• Arthur, you’re unquestionably a genius. (ironic and sarcastic, if the message is
that Arthur just said or did something very dumb.)

• May I remind you that work begins at 7:45? (If the message is that the listener
should be working and isn’t, this would be sarcastic but not ironic)

Oxymoron = a contradiction in terms that is used for witty effect and actually can be true.
Generally oxymorons are two-word phrases, but they do not have to be.

Average genius
Jumbo shrimp
Absolute possibility
Real phony
Expect the unexpected



Spotlight on Hornbeck:  Practice and apply the terms.
1. Read Hornbeck’s comment to Rachel: “This [apple] isn’t from the Tree of Knowledge./ You

won’t find one in the orchards of Heavenly Hillsboro./ Birches, beeches, butternuts. A few
ignorance bushes./ No Tree of Knowledge” (32-33). Which term or terms is illustrated in this
quote?
• Is it satire? If so, who or what is the target?

• Would it have been stated with a sarcastic tone? Defend your answer.

• Does it contain any type of irony? (Look closely.) If so, identify + explain.

• Does it contain any oxymorons? If so, identify them.

2. Read Hornbeck’s speech on page 33 that begins “Cynical? That’s my fascination…”
• Is it satire? If so, who or what is the target?
• Would it have been stated with a sarcastic tone? Defend your answer.

• Does it contain any type of irony? (Look closely.) If so, identify + explain.

• Does it contain any oxymorons? If so, identify them.

3. Think about Hornbeck’s final words in the play: “You hypocrite! You fraud!…./Excuse me,
gentlemen. I must get me to a typewriter/ And hammer out the story of an atheist/ Who believes
in God” (128).
• Is it satire? If so, who or what is the target?

• Would it have been stated with a sarcastic tone? Defend your answer.

• Does it contain any oxymorons? If so, identify them.

• Is there anything ironic about Hornbeck calling Drummond a hypocrite for knowing the
Bible? Consider Hornbeck’s first quote above?

A Last Look at Drummond: Which terms apply to Drummond’s comment on page 70 that he “sure is
glad that Colonel Brady didn’t make a speech”? Be sure to read all of Brady’s lines right before this
comment that cause Drummond to make this comment.

A Last Look at Satire: What T.V. shows  or movies today use satire? Can you think of any satirical
songs? What magazines feature satire? What comedians are known for their satire?


