
NAME______________________ IMPORTANT POEM INFORMATION

4/4 HW – Your original poem/ sonnet is due Wednesday, 4/ 6. It must be typed and submitted to
turnitin.com by Wednesday.   A hard copy of the poem must also be handed in on Wednesday in
class. The poem must be about someone or something you love. Here are my suggestions/ guidelines:

A poem should have some mystery. DON’T state your message directly. Let your reader
DISCOVER it through the way you describe what you love. Don’t use the word love or like or any
synonym that delivers your message in an obvious way. If you understand this, you’ll see that this
aspect of creative writing is the exact OPPOSITE of writing an essay (where you do spell out all
ideas you want the reader to understand.) To make your poem more poetic, be sure to include
some figurative language  and imagery– See pages 101-102 of the Handbook.  Your poem does
not need rhyme or a set rhythm (unless you’re writing a sonnet), but these elements do help to
make it musical. If you use rhyme or any other literary device, be sure that it helps the poem, and
it doesn’t detract from your message. Here is the rubric for your score:

Poem Rubric- 15 pt. assignment
(1-4) Feeling comes through indirectly (no explicit statement of love, but the love is felt)
(1-3) Effective (not distracting) use of figurative language, imagery, rhyme, rhythm
(1-3) Good editing- words spelled correctly/ stanza form/ typed
(0-5) submitted to turnitin.com by due date
(0-5) extra credit for particular creativity/ following sonnet form
  15 points = 100%
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